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Biz Buzz: 02.10.08

Staff Reports

Sunday, February 10, 2008

CORPUS CHRISTI — McAlister's Deli opens Monday on Saratoga
McAlister's Deli will open Monday on the city's Southside.

The restaurant at 5801 Saratoga Blvd. will employ about 50 people in full- and part-time positions.

The original deli opened in 1989 in Oxford, Miss. The deli's popularity grew and its owner made it into a franchise. In Corpus Christi, the deli is managed by Odessa-based Leeco Properties.

Leeco Properties officials said additional restaurants are planned in the area.

The restaurant features a wide variety of sandwiches, baked potatoes, soups, salads and desserts. The menu also includes vegetarian selections, a children's menu, appetizers, and beverages. Items ranges from $3.95 to $6.95.

Kenny Cotten, an associate with Corpus Christi-based Cravey Real Estate Services, said the shopping center where McAlister's is located also will include a Little Caesars Pizza, Fajita Junction restaurant, Tobacco World among other businesses.

Mom runs dealership
Mona Guerra of Sinton has become one of the few female Chevrolet dealers in Texas.

Guerra, a single mother of two, was raised in Benavides and started her career in the car business in 1988. She worked as a receptionist at a Ford dealership. In 1997, she went to work for Robert Cantwell at Quality Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep in Kingsville doing title work. Soon she became a bookkeeper and eventually chief financial officer. She acquired the Sinton Cantwell Chevrolet dealership in December.

New SCORE assistant
SCORE counselors to small business has received $29,000 from the city's group that advises how to spend economic development sales tax funds, to hire an executive assistant. The organization helps advise small and start-up businesses.

The funds will allow SCORE, a nonprofit volunteer organization, to hire Miriam Moreno, a part-time executive assistant and marketing director who will help volunteers provide assistance to small businesses and people and entities desiring to begin and operate a small business in Corpus Christi.

The organization mentors clients, conducts workshops, advises clients on business plans, pro formas, form of business entity, financial implications and other aspects of small business operations. The funds also will allow SCORE to conduct a limited advertising campaign to publicize the assistance program to small businesses.

Wal-Mart clinics
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. will open its first in-store medical clinics under its own brand name after leasing space in dozens of stores to outside companies that operate the quick-service health stops, but they won't be coming to Corpus Christi yet.

The world's largest retailer said Thursday that it will open The Clinic at Wal-Mart as a joint venture with local hospital systems in Atlanta, Dallas and Little Rock, Ark., starting in April.

Bentonville, Ark.-based Wal-Mart is among several U.S. supermarket and drug store chains that in the past couple of years have begun opening store-based health clinics, which are staffed mostly by nurse practitioners or physician assistants and offer quick service for routine conditions from colds and bladder infections to sunburn.

Sally Aiello, a Wal-Mart spokeswoman, said stores in Corpus Christi won't see the clinics for a while, but the goal is to get them into the South Texas market within the next few years, especially along the border, she said.

Aiello said there are clinics in Houston stores and the Dallas area is next in line to operate the clinics.

Have any biz buzz? Contact Business Editor Tom Whitehurst Jr. at 886-3619 ornbusiness@caller.com. Business writer Elvia Aguilar contributed this week.
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