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New science and technology school set to open in the fall

By Elvia Aguilar

Sunday, June 28, 2009

CORPUS CHRISTI — The former H-E-B building on Everhart Road, which has sat vacant for more than three years, is scheduled to become a tuition-free charter school this fall.

The School of Science and Technology, which is headquartered in San Antonio, will admit about 300 students in grades kindergarten through eighth.

School officials did not return multiple phone calls for interviews during a two-week period but have released several pamphlets and posters to the community containing information about the planned charter school.

Texas Education Agency officials said that the school has not yet provided them information on where the students will be educated next year. They also need to provide a certificate of occupancy for the facility prior to opening.

TEA officials said the Corpus Christi school was approved for a charter by the State Board of Education in September 2007, with an expected start date of August 2008. However, school officials filed an amendment to postpone the opening of the school until fall 2009, and it was approved by the education commissioner in October 2008.

Charter schools receive money from the state for operations but, unlike traditional school districts, can’t raise money through property taxes. Charter schools usually operate through nonprofit organizations, and the School of Science and Technology operates through the Riverwalk Foundation in San Antonio.

Calls to Riverwalk Foundation officials also were not returned.

According to promotional materials, the school will offer individual attention through tutoring, intensive counseling, home tutoring and a self-study program.

“SST’s (School of Science and Technology) vision is to enable students to succeed in school and have the option of pursuing math, science and engineering careers,” a brochure reads.

Students also are required to take a course in character education, which teaches students to take responsibility for their actions and introduces them to role models.

The Texas Education Agency has given the school a recognized rating for their scores in the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills where 97 percent of students in San Antonio passed the exam’s math portion, according to the TEA.

Recognized ratings apply to schools in which 75 percent of all students have achieved the standard for each subject.

Matt Cravey, a local commercial real estate broker who represents the building’s owner, said the owner initially planned to divide the 66,000-square-foot building into a retail center but decided to lease the property to the school instead.

“We also are working with a restaurant who is interested in buying one of the pad sites on the property,” Cravey said. “It was easier to lease out the complete building to one person, rather than break it up into various pad sites and wait for potential tenants to fill it.”

For information on the School of Science and Technology

Phone: 851-2450

www.sstcc.org
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