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Robstown outlet mall developer to ask county for another extension

Dolphin Ventures, which once had 2009 opening date, now looking at 2011

By Jessica Savage
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CORPUS CHRISTI — The developer of a proposed Robstown outlet mall is asking Nueces County commissioners for another extension on the project, which once had a 2009 opening date.

Commissioners are expected to decide Wednesday on the fifth request by developer Dolphin Ventures to push back the debut of Outlets at Corpus Christi Bay. Dolphin Ventures has asked the period of purchase of county land for the project to be pushed to Jan. 14, 2011.

The slowed economy is largely to blame for the delay — something other commercial projects across the country also are facing, developer Rick Carduner of Dolphin Ventures has said. Attempts to reach him Monday were unsuccessful. Retailers are interested in leasing space at the outlet mall, he has said, but they cannot sign an agreement until the economy improves.

A Corpus Christi commercial real estate broker who represents the developer’s $60 million project said the item on the agenda for Wednesday was news to him.

“I thought this was already settled, to be honest,” said Matthew Cravey. “The commissioners voted on it and already agreed to extend the closing date.”

The land parcel of the proposed 350,000-square-foot outlet mall, near the Richard M. Borchard Regional Fairgrounds in Robstown, is under contract but has not been sold. The county owns the property.

Robstown City Council has approved as much as $14 million in tax incentives for the outlet mall.

Other items on the Nueces County Commissioners Court agenda
*Economic update presentation by Port of Corpus Christi industries, including their views on proposed security marine patrols and a security advisory council.

*Consider expansion of the concession stands at Bob Hall and Horace Caldwell piers and construction of covered pavilions at each.
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